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Welcome to the new school year!  I can't believe we've been back for over a month already.  Hopefully everyone has settled into the school routine by now.

As you've been settling in, I hope you have joined or have considered joining the PTA.  Being a member gives you the opportunity to support and speak for our children and is a wonderful way to get connected with the school and community.  National PTA says, "Children succeed when families, schools, and communities work together."  In fact, studies show that student performance improves when parents are involved.  You can join the PTA and therefore become a voting member even if you don't have time to volunteer.  The more members we have, the bigger impact we have so please join.   There is no obligation to volunteer.

That being said, if you are looking for a chance to volunteer, we have many opportunities available.  We have some positions open and we also have some committee chairs who are looking for a co-chair so they can work with someone as a team.  We also have some 5th grade parents who are ready and willing to work with someone to show what they do and have a smooth transition for their committee when they leave the school.  We also have many events during the year that you can come out and volunteer for like serving pizza at Family Fun Night or making copies of the ECHO.  Please contact me, one of the other officers, or anyone you know in the PTA if you would like more information. 

As always, the PTA will be focusing its efforts and money generated from fundraising events on items or programs that will directly benefit our children and help the RCV staff in educating our kids.  While there are many ideas floating around on how we can accomplish these goals, I welcome any suggestions on how you think the PTA can better serve our children.  Please feel free to call or e-mail me or one of the PTA officers with your ideas.  The list of PTA volunteers and their positions is included in this newsletter.

I hope to see everyone at Family Fun Night on Friday, October 14th and at the class Halloween parties on Friday, October 28th.  If you are able to help organize your child's class party, let your teacher know or contact Gina Crim at reginecrim@verizon.net.  

Be sure to check out our website at www.rcvpta.org.  You will find upcoming events, minutes of PTA meetings, and contact information for PTA board members.  I hope to see you at our next PTA meeting on Tuesday, November 1st.  As always, free babysitting will be available.  Please come out and share your ideas on how the PTA can better serve our school and children.
Pam Loebach, RCV PTA President
Thank You!

The PTA would like to thank Amy Pianalto (who is looking for a co-chair) for organizing the August 24th welcome lunch and the back-to-school night dinner for the RCV staff.  We also want to thank all the parents who provided food for these events or helped with set up and clean up.  I know the staff is really appreciative of these efforts. 
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Thank you to Victoria Kurtz and her crew of scoopers for a fun Ice Cream Social.  Always a great fun event!  

[image: image4.wmf]A big thank you also goes to Jeanette Shields and Judy Valentin for a successful Scholastic Book Fair and to all the parents who volunteered.  We also need to thank Rita Przygocki for organizing the book fair pizza night.  

We also owe a huge thank you to Lisa Bowes for being our E-list moderator for the last several years.  She has done a great job, but is moving out of the area and will be greatly missed.  Thank you to Martina Skoglund for picking up the position so seamlessly.   
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Fundraisers
Completed Fundraisers:

Entertainment Coupon Books

Thank you to everyone who helped sell or purchased Entertainment Coupon Books.  We sold 109 books and made over $1500 for the PTA with this fundraiser.  We were also able to give the RCV and Bar-T staff free coupon books as gifts.  If anyone has coupon books at home that they did not purchase, please return them to RCV's main office.  For those children who sold coupon books, they will receive a prize for their efforts and be invited to an ice-cream party later this month.

Chuck E. Cheese Fundraiser

We decided to try a new fundraiser this year and partnered with Chuck E. Cheese in Rockville.  On October 10th, Chuck E. Cheese (the costumed character) came to RCV to visit and students were given stickers to redeem for 10 free tokens.  From 3 p.m. until 9 p.m., RCV was given 15% of all of the sales at the Rockville Chuck E. Cheese location.  Teachers ate free and everyone had a great time.  A fundraising total for this event will be shared soon.

Upcoming Fundraiser:

Students will be receiving information to sell Sally Foster products this week.  Sales will run through the middle of November and RCV gets to keep 50% of all that is sold for the school.  This is an easy way to support RCV by purchasing holiday wrapping paper, delicious candies, candles, etc.  An IPod Touch, along with several smaller prizes, will be raffled off for students who participate in this sale.  The more a student sells, the greater his/her chance of winning!  
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Join RCV's Email List!
 

Keep informed via RCV's email list - a PTA moderated email listserv through Yahoo! Groups for school, cluster and MCPS related information and announcements. Open to all parents, guardians, administrators, and staff of Rock Creek Valley ES. To join, send an email to:

RCVMail-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Staff Wish Wall

If you haven't already done so, please check out our staff wish wall right outside of the cafeteria.  This is where our fabulous staff posts small items they would like to have for their classrooms that would aid them in providing quality instruction to our students.  There are still several items available for parents to purchase.

 

Box Tops for Education

Box Tops is all about the difference ONE can make.  Your family can support RCV.  It's easy, just clip! — Clip the Box Top from hundreds of participating products and send them to school with your child. The school earns cash for each one our school redeems from Box Tops for Education.  The deadline for submitting them, so we can get a check in December, is right around the corner. We need to collect, sort, package and ship them right away.  Please hand yours in so we can turn them into cash for our school. How many will you submit by Wednesday, October 26?

Reflections
"Diversity Means..." This is the theme for the 2011 Reflections competition. Reflections is an arts based competition sponsored by PTA. At this time every student should have received a flier from their teacher announcing the program - additional copies are also available in the office! Each teacher was also given 5 copies of the official rules, again with more copies available in the front office. All submissions are due to RCV BY Friday, November 19!  All submissions will be displayed in the media center for the December 7 PTA meeting; the top 4 entries in each category will move on to MCCPTA for further competition. Please follow all rules that are published and feel free to contact me if you have any questions. Elaine Parks, 301-962-0982, elaparks@verizon.net 
Join the PTA

RCV PTA Officers for 2011-2012 School Year
Officers
President: Pam Loebach pkloebach@verizon.net 

First Vice-President, in charge of Social Activities: Janet Cyr cyrjcyrj@yahoo.com
Second Vice-President, in charge of Fundraising: 

David Goodman davidmarkgoodman@yahoo.com  

Treasurer: Mike Barnes s_mbarnes@verizon.net 

Recording Secretary:

Edna Kapust etnpk@juno.com   

Other Members
Cluster Representative: 

Elaine Parks elaparks@verizon.net
MCCPTA Delegate: 

Greg Williams g-williams@nga.gov
Elaine Parks elaparks@verizon.net
Standing Committees
MCCPTA Grading and Reporting Rep:

Meena Hiremath robmeena@yahoo.com
Gifted and Talented: OPEN
Health and Safety: OPEN  

Special Needs: OPEN
Membership: 

Kate McClure kdmcclure@comcast.net  

Multicultural Liaision:

Maria Albuhar nenaalbujar@hotmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator: 

Michele Brami mbrami4@gmail.com  

Staff Appreciation: 

Amy Pianalto aepianalto@gmail.com  

Party Coordinator: 

Gina Crim reginecrim@verizon.net  

Cultural and Academic Enrichment Chair: 

Elaine Parks elaparks@verizon.net
Cultural Arts:  Orit Golan ojmoves@gmail.com
  Pam McHugh mcq72@verizon.net
FLES: OPEN
After School Science:
Karen Horan karen.horan@candyusa.com  

Green School:  OPEN
Reflections:  Elaine Parks elaparks@verizon.net
Group Piano:  OPEN   

Young Rembrandts:
Beth Morey suburbanmom@verizon.net

 

Activity Committees
Ice Cream Social:

Victoria Kurtz vgkurtz@juno.com  

Fall Dance: Janet Cyr cyrjcyrj@yahoo.com
Family Fun Night:

Patty Walker kcpw1@verizon.net  

International Night:

Rosa Hall elenabart@verizon.net  

Talent Show:

Karen Frances 1francesleighton@gmail.com  

Scholastic Book Fairs:
Jeanette Shields shieldsfamilymd@msn.com
Judy Valentin djvalentin@verizon.net
Pizza Night for the Bookfair:

Rita Przygocki ritalp@aol.com
Sally Foster: OPEN
Spirit Wear Coordinator:  OPEN
Giant and Safeway Receipts:

Janet Cyr cyrjcyrj@yahoo.com    
Campbell’s Labels and Box Tops:

Edna Kapust etnpk@juno.com
Echo: Angie Carey dc1164@msn.com
Directory: Sylvia Lee sylvia_b_lee@hotmail.com
E-Group Moderator: 
Lisa Bowes liseybee1@gmail.com
ICB Coordinator:

Pam Loebach pkloebach@verizon.net
Website Coordinator:

Brian Pianalto pianalto@gmail.com
 

Nominating Committee: 

Elaine Parks elaparks@verizon.net
Rosa Hall elenabart@verizon.net
Victoria Kurtz vgkurtz@juno.com
Auditing Committee:

Martina Skogland martina.skoglund@gmail.com
  


RCV PTA Calendar 2011-2012

August

Wednesday, 24th


Welcome lunch to staff (atrium)





Everything Rockville event at RHS

6:00 pm


Friday, 26th


Open House




9:00 am – 10:30 am

Monday, 29th


First day of school

Tuesday, 30th


PTA Board Meeting



7:00 pm

September

Thursday, 1st 


Ice Cream Social (Staff Wish Wall)

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Tuesday, 6th 


Back-to School Night



6:30 pm – 8:00 pm






Staff Wish Wall












PTA provide staff with dinner

5:00 pm

Friday, 16th


Book Fair set up

Monday, 19th – 23th

Book Fair in media center

Tuesday, 20th 


Pizza night at the Book Fair


5:00 pm – 7:30 pm

October

Tuesday, 4th 


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm






(Special Guest - Wood Principal Jeanie Dawson)

Monday, 10th


Columbus Day – Parent Visitation 






Chuck E. Cheese dinner out

Friday, 14th


Family Fun Night



6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Saturday, 22rd


RCV Yard Sale
Friday, 28th 


Halloween parties and parade


2:00 pm

November

Tuesday, 1st


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm

Friday, 4th


Fall Dance




7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Thur., 10th & Fri., 11th 

Parent Conferences

December

Tuesday, 6th 


PTA Meeting-Reflections entries on display
7:00 pm

Friday, 9th


RCV Auction

January

Tuesday, 3rd


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm

Friday, 20th or 27th

International Night



6:00 pm

February

Wednesday, 1st


Silver Diner Night

Tuesday, 7th


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm

Friday, 10th


Family Fun Night



6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Tuesday, 14th


Valentine’s Day Party



2:00 pm

March

Tuesday, 6th


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm

Friday, 9th


Parent Teacher Basketball Game

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

April

Monday, 2nd - Monday, 9th
Spring Break

TBD

 

PTA Meeting




7:00 pm 

Monday, 16th - 20th 

Book Fair in media center

Tuesday, 17th 


Pizza Night at the Book Fair


5:00 pm – 7:30 pm

May

Tuesday, 1st


PTA Meeting




7:00 pm

Mon, 7th – Fri, 11th 

Teacher Appreciation Week


Thursday, 17th


Talent Show




6:00 pm

June

Friday, 1st


Carnival




5:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Tuesday, 5th


Family Picnic




6:00 pm

Monday, 11th


Silver Diner Night

PTA Officers





President


Pam Loebach





Vice President, 


Social Activities


Janet Cyr





Vice President,


Fundraising


David Goodman





Treasurer


Mike Barnes





Recording Secretary


Edna Kapust





Upcoming Events


October 14 – 


Family Fun Night





October 22 – 


RCV Yard Sale





October 28 – 


Halloween Parties





November 1 – 


PTA Meeting





November 4 – 


Fall Dance





November 10&11 – Parent Conferences 








