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President’s Corner
Wow!  I can’t believe the first marking period is over.  Time flies when you are having fun and we have been having loads of fun with Family Fun Night, dining out at Chuck E. Cheese, the Halloween class parties, and the Fall Family Dance.  I hope you were able to come out to some of these great events.

If anyone is interested in finding out how the new Curriculum 2.0 will affect advanced level learners, there will be a meeting on November 30, 2011 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at the Carver Educational Services Center auditorium which all interested parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Marty Creel, MCPS Director of Enriched and Innovative Programming will lead a discussion of Curriculum 2.0 geared specifically to gifted education.  There will be a chance to ask questions.

MCPS has asked for public comment on two Board of Education Policies:  Policy ECM, Joint Occupancy of Montgomery County Public Schools Facilities and Policy KGC, Child Care.  If you would like to read these draft policies and submit comments, you can find them at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy on the MCPS website.  Comments need to be submitted in writing to the Office of the Superintendent by December 29, 2011.  These responses will be shared with the Board of Education.

There are still many opportunities available to volunteer with the RCV PTA.  

Please contact me at pkloebach@verizon.net if you would like to know where we need help.  Any amount of time you can give is appreciated.  You can also stop in the office and pick up a PTA volunteer form to let us know what talents you would like to share.  I am also always looking for ideas for informative programs at our PTA meetings. If you have any ideas for topics, please feel free to share them with me or any other PTA board members.  We welcome your suggestions.

Please join us at the December PTA meeting.  We will be displaying all of the wonderful Reflections artwork RCV students have created.  Free babysitting as always.  See you there!

Pam Loebach, RCV PTA President
Thank You!!!!!
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A great deal of gratitude is owed to Janet Cyr for putting together the fabulously fun fall dance.  Janet did a fantastic job as always.  Thank you, Janet! A special THANKS to Bar-T for donating the DJ and staff for the dance and thanks to all of the volunteers. A fun time was had by all!
Thank you so much to Patty Walker and Kelly Cahill for all their hard work to put together Family Fun Night.  They always do such a great job!  They will be doing another Family Fun Night in February.
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Thank you goes to Gina Crim for organizing the Halloween class parties.  It is a huge undertaking and she made it seem so seamless.  Great job, Gina!

Reflections

"Diversity Means..." The first reflections entries have already been submitted! But, it is not too late... the deadline for submissions is Friday, November 18. Information packets are still available with teachers and in the main office.  Volunteers are needed to help set up the display for the Tuesday, December 6th PTA meeting and for a few other tasks.  If you can help or have any questions, please contact Elaine Parks, 301-962-0982, elaparks@verizon.net 
Box Tops & Labels for Education
BOX TOPS: A great BIG thank you to all the RCV families who submitted their box tops this month.  Over $200 worth of box tops were collected and submitted.  The school will be getting a check in mid-December for all of your box top contributions.  Do not stop; keep sending them in—we collect box tops all year long.  Helpful Hints: All Box Tops should contain their value (10) and valid expiration date.  They do not need to be cut exactly, just tear it off and send them in.

LABELS for Education:  Labels for Education for points will be submitted on November 22, so please remember to send in all your labels. The labels should include the UPC (bar code); however, the V8 juice caps do not need a bar code.  If you earn a BONUS label for education points from your grocery store and don't have time to go on-line, send it in to RCV and it will be entered for our school.  The more labels we collect the more points we earn to purchase items for the school. We earn points from our labels all year long, keep sending them in.  

Thank you all for your efforts to support Rock Creek Valley!
Cultural Arts

The Cultural Arts Committee is thrilled to announce that "Step Afrika" will be appearing in back-to-back assemblies at RCV in early December! This troupe has just completed a tour in South America and Japan and travels across the USA to demonstrate and celebrate the art of 'stepping'- an American dance style created by African American college students. We will surely, dance, step, chant and learn how this unique dance form can connect us cross-culturally.  For more information visit: http://www.stepafrika.org/aboutus.htm
Fundraisers


Sally Foster

RCV students are currently selling Sally Foster products to benefit our PTA.  Sally Foster sells great wrapping paper, candy, candles, etc.  You can buy on-line or by using the paper catalog.  The RCV PTA receives 50% of all sales made - students get exciting prizes and raffle items for their efforts.  The more a student sells, the better his/her prize and greater the chance he/she has of winning a raffle item.  Top raffle prize this year is an IPOD TOUCH!
Chuck E. Cheese Fundraiser

On October 10th, we held a new fundraiser at Chuck E. Cheese.  RCV was given 15% of all of the sales at the Rockville location.  The fundraising total for this event was $232.01.  Thanks to everyone who came out for the fun!

Upcoming Fundraisers for 2011-12:

February 1st  – Run the Diner Night at the Silver Diner

February 15th - Cookie Dough Sales
March 9th - 2nd Annual Parents vs. RCV Staff Basketball Game
April - Run the Diner Night at Silver Diner
June 1st - RCV Carnival
June 11th - Run the Diner Night at the Silver Diner


RCV PTA Meeting, October 4, 2011
Meeting commenced at 7:03 PM in the Media Center with Pam Loebach, PTA President presiding.
Jeanie Dawson, Principal at Wood Middle School, spoke to the PTA about what Wood has to offer our students. She described how she and her staff deal with middle school children with a developing adolescent mind. She talked about how Wood scores compare to other schools in the county; how they have promoted great expectations for each student and how they deal with the challenges of teaching middle school kids.  She mentioned the array of afterschool activities, but  recognized that they did not have an afterschool care provider and there may be interest in talking to Bar-T about this. She stated that the Hispanic meetings have been successful in meeting the needs of some of the non-English speaking parents. She encouraged the RCV PTA to attend the computer parent academy so that parents can become as computer savvy as the kids. 

May meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

Catherine Jasperse, Principal  began with some staffing updates; Ms Cook (DHOH) retired and Ms Young will begin 10/13.  There was an increase in ESOL numbers, ESOL students are now up to 124.   Hands on Science had enough students enrolled and will be offering a third session, beginning this Wednesday.  Mr. Lee, an RCV parent, will be offering a Lego Engineering program; more information will be coming soon.  Mrs. Pianalto, an RCV parent, will be leading a group of Odyssey of the Mind program; each team picks a unique problem to solve. There will be an informational meeting on Monday for parents interested in getting more information or wanting to lead a group. Last year, RCV had set up informal procedures for scholarships.  Last year we had about $800 for scholarships. We may not need to support the Science Lab since the school got other monies for that and could maybe use the science lab line item to directly support the students or propose the monies for other things that are not covered by the state.  Ms. Jasperse provided more information regarding the incident reported in the Eagle Eye. She shared that the incident was reported to the police and is under investigation.  Ms. Jasperse will share a link in the upcoming newsletter and remind parents to be vigilant and report any similar situations quickly to the school and police. 
Treasurer's Report, Pam Loebach, President, gave the treasurer’s report.  She reported that due to the decision of the Board not to raise PTA fees and to provide the directory free of charge to everyone in the school, we are starting with a negative balance this year. There is monies in the savings account which may be used to pay for insurance, county, state, national PTA fees, and seed money for fundraisers. There was request for the PTA to pay the charge of $125 for school membership for Odyssey of the Mind. The Cultural Arts Committee's request for additional monies was reflected in the budget. The 5th Grade teachers requested monies for the 5th Grade end of year activity.  A suggestion was made to make it a line item. Another suggestion was to make it a matching contribution with a cap.  Last year’s activity was about $40 per child. There are 72 5th graders.  No decision was made.   Janet Cyr moved to approve the budget as is with the possibility of amending it next month.  The motion was second. The budget was passed as is.
Delegation Information, Greg Williams  stated that Dr. Starr would be speaking on Tuesday October 26, at the Carver Center @ 6:30 PM.  Mr. Williams shared that there were several resolutions that he needed us to vote on.  The RCV PTA voted on the following resolutions in the following manner. 

Teen Curfew -  RCV PTA was opposed.

FY2013 Operating Budget -  Elaine Parks moved to approve.  It was second.  

Capital Improvement -  RCV PTA voted for.  

Co-location of County Services – RCV PTA voted for. 

Procedures for Site Selection – RCV PTA voted for. 
Second Vice-President of Fundraising, David Goodman stated that we raised $1500 from the entertainment book sales.  We received a check from Silver Diner towards health and fitness.  On Monday, October 10, Visitation day, RCV plans a Dining Out evening at Chuck E Cheese on Randolph Road.  RCV will receive 15% of food sales from 3-9 PM.  Chuck E. will visit the school at 2 PM.  Teachers and staff eat free.  Next week Sally Foster will be arriving.  The RCV auction is planned for December 9 and we are looking for donations. We have a letter to hand out for donations if needed.  The children voted on the theme of Candy Land. Book fair was a success.    Silver Diner will be sponsoring a quarterly dinner for the RCV staff.   
Multicultural Liaison, Maria Albujar stated that RCV will be starting a Latino family meeting. There is already an interested group of parents.  The meeting will be informative and needs to be bilingual.  Working on finalizing a date.  Topics could include grading and student achievement as it is the end of a marking period.  

Reflections, Elaine Parks, stated that the Reflections will happen this year.  This is an art-based competition of visual, literature, dance, or music. The theme this year is "Diversity means . . ." All entries are due November 18.  All RCV submission are due to the county by the Holiday break. 

Scholastic Book Fair Co- chair, Judy Valentin stated that we had a total sale of $7290.08. We earn 25% of that total as profit, $1822.25.  One for the Books raised $162.35 and we earned 539.50 Bonus Scholastic Dollars; with these funds, we purchased $373.70 worth of books for the media center.  From our profits, we provided about $253 in book scholarships.  
List Serve,  Will send out another mailing for RCV.  Maybe we can use the list serve to archive agenda/minutes or newsletters.  The list serve needs to be cleaned up as it has not been updated in a couple years. 
Family Fun Night, Pam reminded folks that Family Fun Night is schedule for October 14. And that the Fall Dance is scheduled for November 4.  Bar-T is donating the DJ for the event.   
Open Positions, Pam noted that there are several committee positions open including the Gifted and Talented, Health and Safety, Special Needs, Green Schools, FLES and coordinator positions open include Sally Foster, Spirit Wear, and Box Tops/Labels for Education.  The Green Schools can be done coordinated with 2 teams including Harry for the school cert team.
Future Programs, Pam stated that we are looking into future programs for the PTA including Bullying and Cyber Safety.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:03 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edna Kapust, Recording Secretary RCV PTA
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Upcoming Events


November 10&11 – 


Early Dismissal


Parent Conferences 





November 23 – 


Early Dismissal





November 24&25 – 


No School





December 6 – 


PTA Meeting





December 26-30 – 


No School





January 1 – 


No School





Recall Notices





Boy Scouts of America Recalls Cub Scout Wind Tech Jackets Due to Strangulation Hazard


The jackets have retractable cords with toggles at the hood/neck area and at the waist, which can pose a strangulation or entrapment hazard to children.  This recall includes the blue Cub Scout Wind Tech jacket sold in youth sizes. The jackets are nylon with a polyester lining, long-sleeve, with a full zipper front and a Cub Scout wolf head emblem embroidered on the upper left chest. SKU numbers 73291, 73292, and 73293 are printed on the hangtag that is attached to the jacket at retail.  Consumers should immediately remove the cords from these jackets to eliminate the hazard, or return the jacket to Boy Scouts of America for a full refund.  For additional information, contact the Boy Scouts of America toll-free at (855) 873-2408 anytime or visit the firm's website at www.scoutstuff.org





Under Armour Recalls Chin Straps for Football Helmets Due to Laceration Hazard


The metal snap that connects the chin strap to the helmet has sharp edges, posing a laceration hazard when the user's metal snap comes into contact with another player.  Under Armour has received six reports of injuries that required stitches.  This recall involves all UA Defender Chin Straps. They were sold in the following colors: white and black, red, midnight, navy and royal and have a hard nylon shell, a padded chin area and a plastic strap with "Under Armour" printed on it. The chin straps have metal clasps that tighten the straps and attach them to the helmet.  They were sold at Sporting goods stores and Under Armour outlet stores nationwide and at www.underarmour.com from January 2008 through September 2011.  Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled chin straps and contact Under Armour for a free replacement chin strap.  For additional information, contact Under Armour toll-free at (888) 823-0343 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday through Friday, or visit the firm's website at www.underarmour.com 








