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Okay, now I can really say it.  Happy Spring!  We're finally getting some nice warm weather.  Perfect weather for all the fun events we have coming up for the rest of the year including International Night, the RCV Carnival and Dinner at the Silver Diner.
At our May meeting we listened to a presentation from a representative from Girls on the Run organization.  This is a program for 3rd-5th grade girls in which they work towards running a very fun, non-competitive 5K race while learning about healthy living and gaining self-esteem.  I believe everyone was very impressed with the program and we are planning to bring it to Rock Creek Valley in the fall.  We hope to begin sign ups at the end of this year.  Please contact me if you would like more information.

We also enjoyed a fabulous Power Point presentation from Colleen Anderson which was used to recertify Rock Creek Valley as a Maryland Green School.  Colleen has done a remarkable job as our Green School Liaison and I am so sorry she won't be at RCV next year to continue (darn these kids growing up and moving on to middle school).  Colleen has written a summary of her job as our Green School Liaison and has even broken it up so that it can be done by a team of parents rather than just one.  Please, please, please consider being a Green School Liaison for next year.  It is quite an honor to be named a Maryland Green School and we want to be sure to continue all the wonderful projects that are happening at RCV which have allowed us to obtain the Green School status.  Colleen is very willing to explain the position so let's get some parents in place so she can work with them.  If you see Colleen, please give her a big thank you for all her hard work in getting us recertified for another five years.

Thank you to Amy Pianalto for all her work on staff appreciation week including a breakfast for the RCV staff and flowers in flower pots painted by 5th grade students.  I'm sure all your efforts were greatly appreciated by the staff and I can tell you they are greatly appreciated by the parents.  

Our May PTA meeting was the final official meeting of the year.  On June 7th, we will hold our end of the year PTA family picnic behind the school at 6:00 pm.  Please bring a picnic dinner for your family and a dessert to share.  It's a great chance to spend some time with your RCV friends before school is out for summer.  
See you there!

Pam Loebach, RCV PTA President
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Be sure to come out for RCV's International Night on Friday, May 20th.  There will be delicious food and great entertainment.  You don't want to miss this event.  If you can help, please contact Rosa Hall at elenabart@yahoo.com.

Box Tops and Labels for Education!
Thanks to all those who faithfully clipped and sent in their Box Tops and Labels for Education throughout the year.  RCV earned $673 from the Box Top program and earned 2,446 points in the Labels for Education program.  Keep clipping this summer and send them into school in the fall so RCV can keep earning!

Upcoming Fundraising Events

Friday, June 3rd (5:30-8:30 p.m.): RCV Carnival
Our RCV Carnival has been moved to Friday, June 3rd.  Each classroom will host a carnival game with prizes.  Other activities include a dunk tank, moon bounce, fortune telling, and more!  Dinner will also be served.  This is going to be such a fun event for our students.  We will need lots of parents to volunteer to help run games for the evening in the various classrooms.  Please contact Gina Crim at reginecrim@verizon.net or David Goodman at davidmarkgoodman@yahoo.com if you can help out.

Wednesday, June 15th (5 p.m. - 8 p.m.): Dinner at the Silver Diner
We will also be having another "Run the Diner" Night at the Silver Diner on Rockville Pike on Wednesday, June 15th from 5pm to 8pm.  Celebrate the end of the school year at dinner with the RCV community while the PTA enjoys 20% of the sales from the evening.  Sign up for a loyalty card and RCV will get 5% of your bill each time you dine there.  A great way to help RCV continue to earn more money anytime.  Our last event was a huge success.  If you haven't gotten your rewards card yet, please come out that night and sign up.  Silver Diner has asked that we use the money we receive from this program to improve the health and fitness or our students.  Please get your card so that you can contribute to this great cause. 

If you would like to help plan and/or run any of these fundraisers, please contact David Goodman, Vice-President for Fundraising.  David can be reached by email at davidmarkgoodman@yahoo.com or by telephone at 301-460-8393.

Tutoring Services
Help your child use the weeks off from school constructively this summer. Whether he/she needs some extra help in a certain subject or just needs to keep the brain active, please consider calling me. My name is Pam McHugh. I am an RCV parent as well as a former teacher. I taught 4th and 5th grades in Montgomery County for seven years and have worked as a private tutor for six years now. I would be happy to help your child continue on the path to success in the upcoming months. Please call me at (301) 946-2446 or email me at mcq72@verizon.net. I would be happy to provide references if interested.

We reserve the right to accept or reject any advertisement submitted to us to be published in our Newsletter.  Any decision made by us accepting or rejecting an advertisement is final.

Any advertisement appearing in this Newsletter expresses the opinion(s) of the advertiser, not this organization.  We neither warrant nor endorse any product or service advertised in our Newsletter. Buyers and users of the products or services advertised in our Newsletters therefore should exercise good judgment and rely on other reliable sources to determine the truthfulness and honesty of any service or product offered by individuals or companies in any advertisement appearing in our Newsletter.
RCV PTA Meeting April 5, 2011

Meeting commenced at 7:06 in the Media Center with Pam Loebach, President presiding.

Guest speakers tonight were Nancy Richardson, owner of BAR-T (our new before/after school care program) and Debbie a mentor teacher. Nancy gave background about the program which first began in 1989. BAR-T is the largest provider in the county. BAR-T gets involved in the school community and offers a drop-in plan, various clubs, summer programs, and field trips. The program is licensed for 60 children but if there is a need they will make accommodations to provide for more students. Detailed information and registrations will be sent home soon.

The March minutes were reviewed and approved.

Catherine Jasperse, Principal, reported that recently there have been some acts of vandalism at RCV which includes some of the windows in the media center being shot at with b.b. guns and graffiti being seen around the playground. Plans are in motion for repairs.

There is the possibility that RCV will be partnered with Sargent Shriver ES – a title one school. We will know for sure in June if they fail to make AYP. If they don’t make AYP, parents have the option to transfer their children to RCV. Federal funds are used by the school system for costs such as transportation to RCV for these transfer students not MCPS funds. The last time we were partnered with a title one school, 6 students transferred over.

Because of budget cuts class size will be increased and we will lose 3rd grade teacher Nicole Fisher to an involuntary transfer. Our school counselor position will now be reduced to a .5 part-time position. Bill Brown, music teacher will be retiring at the end of this school year.

Gene Hanes will be replacing Mr. Eric Mills after spring break as acting assistant principal. We will have a permanent replacement in the fall.

There were a few changes made in the RCV PTA Bylaws including a correction to the school’s address and a change in the required amount of membership meetings. Janet Cyr moved to approve the bylaws and they were accepted.

Victoria Kurtz, nomination committee, passed around a list of new PTA positions for the upcoming school year that will be voted on the next meeting. 

Greg Williams, MCCPTA delegate, reported that the Proposed Resolution on Support for Maryland High School Students being Eligible for In-State Tuition at Maryland Public Colleges and Universities was adopted but the meeting was quite contentious.

There is a debate about the “No Label, No Limits” campaign advocating an end to the practice of identifying gifted and talented (GT) students in the MCPS student body.

Maryland State Superintendent of Schools Nancy Grasmick will be retiring.

David Goodman, Second Vice-President, reported that this Wednesday Baja Fresh on Rockville Pike will donate 15% of their proceeds to RCV for all sales that are made between 5 – 9pm. Kids Night out is this coming Friday, May 6th. Smita Williams-Parida and Gina Crim will volunteer to help with the carnival. The plan is for each classroom to host a carnival game and the students can rotate from classroom to classroom. Wednesday, June 15th we will have another “Run the Diner night” at the Silver Diner with 20% of proceeds being donated to RCV.

Mike Barnes, Treasurer, reported that our savings account is holding steady and that the Parents vs Teachers basketball game made $859.50 with a cost to us of $375.

Jeanette Shields, Scholastic Book Fair, reported that set-up for the book fair begins this Friday. Pizza night is Tuesday of next week and volunteers are needed. SSL hours can be earned by high school students and the book fair will close on Friday at 3pm after kindergarten orientation day.

Meg Goodman, had an email from Pam McHugh and Orit Golan (cultural arts) stating that on April 13th there will be a presentation by an African master storyteller and on May 2nd a presentation by Billy B the Natural Science Song and Dance Man.

Rosa Hall, International Night, will be sending forms home soon to solicit parents to participate in the event representing various countries. It will be May 20th.

Meena Hiremath has been attending informational meetings on the standards based grading and shared information. 

Pam Loebach, President, mentioned that there have been complaints about morning drop off and there was a discussion about how to make the process move better. The main complaint is that some parents park there car on the circle slowing down the process for everyone else or lingering on the circle after their kids have left the car again slowing down the whole process. 

Colleen Anderson, Green School, reminded everyone that the stream clean-up is April 9th but at a different location then previous years.

Recertification for green schools has been sent in.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 3rd.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sylvia Lee, Recording Secretary RCV PTA
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