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The end of the school year is approaching fast!  We are already starting to think about PTA positions for next year.   At our May PTA meeting, we will be voting on the slate which is presented later in this newsletter.  Please consider volunteering for one of the open positions.  Volunteering with the RCV PTA is a rewarding experience as we have a fabulous staff, a fabulous group of volunteers, and a fabulous group of students to work with.  If you have questions, you can contact me or Elaine Parks at elaparks@verizon.net.

We had a great PTA meeting in April.  Unfortunately, Girls on the Run was unable to make it at the last minute, but hopefully will be coming to our May meeting.  We did have a fantastic presentation from Bar-T, who will be our new before-and-after care provider at RCV.  I believe we will have a great new partner in  Bar-T who will have  lots of new and fun stuff to offer our students, even those who are not in the before and after care program.  We hope to see lots of new after school activities become available to all students for next year through the Bar-T program.

This past week has been quite a busy one.  We owe a great big thank you to Juya Werking for once again putting on a fabulous talent show.  Also thanks to Meg Goodman for helping Juya out with the rehearsals.   Also this week we had our spring Scholastic Book Fair.  Thanks so much to Jeanette Shields and Judy Valentin for all their hard work in organizing the book fair and thanks to all the volunteers who helped out.  Also thank you to Rita Przygocki for organizing pizza night!  

We may be starting to wind down towards the end of the school year, but we aren't ready to stop the fun.  Come on out to our carnival on the evening of Friday, May 6th.  The kids will have tons of fun activities to take part in all throughout the school.  Then we will have RCV's International Night on May 20th which is always a fabulous event with lots of great entertainment and great food!  Be sure to put both events on your calendar.

Thank you, thank you to Colleen Anderson for organizing our stream clean-up and for all the work she does to help keep our Green School status.  Thank you so much to our VP for Fundraising, David Goodman, for putting together some great new events for us this year.  A very special thank you goes to Ms. Jasperse and all of the teachers who participated in the parent-teacher basketball game and babysat your children on Kids Night Out.  I hope everyone realizes what an amazing staff we have here at RCV and takes the time to thank them.  They always go way above and beyond the call of duty.

Pam Loebach, RCV PTA President


RCV held its first ever Parents vs Teachers Basketball Game on March 18th.  It was a huge success that made $485 and everyone had a great time.  We'll definitely be doing this again next year.  Special thanks to all of the players and volunteers who helped make the game so much fun!  For next year, we will be seeking more female players for the parent team.  
 
Baja Fresh welcomed RCV on April 6th to celebrate the end of the 3rd marking period.  They donated 15% of all of their sales during dinner time.  Thank you Baja Fresh for your support and generosity.  The food was delicious and it was a nice way to bring together the RCV community.
 
On April 8th, the RCV staff planned a fun night for students called Kids' Night Out.  While the kids had fun at RCV doing a variety of activities and eating a delicious pizza dinner, parents got to have a Date Night.  RCV raised over $500 with 30 children participating in this first time event.  Thank you to the RCV staff for your support.  The kids had a great time!
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Upcoming 

Fundraisers
Friday, May 6th: RCV Carnival
Each classroom will host a carnival game with prizes.  Children will travel from classroom to classroom winning prizes at our amazing school.  Large group activities will take place and dinner will be served.  
 
Wednesday, June 15th (5 p.m. - 8 p.m.): 
Dinner at the Silver Diner
Celebrate the end of the school year at dinner with the RCV community while the PTA enjoys 20% of the sales from the evening. Sign up for a loyalty card and RCV will get 5% of your bill each time you dine there. A great way to help RCV continue to earn more money anytime.  
 
If you would like to help plan and/or run any of these fundraisers, please contact David Goodman, Vice-President for Fundraising.  David can be reached by telephone at 301-460-8393 or by email at davidmarkgoodman@yahoo.com.

SAVE THE DATE!
[image: image4.wmf]Travel across the world in a single night as we celebrate RCV's International Night on
May 20th, 2011
More details to come!
Cultural Arts Assemblies

April 13th- Baba Jamal Koran, African Storyteller
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May 2- Billy B, "The Natural Science Song and Dance Man", performance on environmental awareness.
Nominations for RCV PTA Officers for 2011-2012 school year
The nominating committee submitted a ballot at the April PTA meeting which will be voted on in May. There are still some opportunities available! Please let a current board or nominating committee member know if you or someone you know may be interested in joining for the next school year! 

Executive Board  (one vote per office or committee)

President: Pam Loebach

First Vice-President, in charge of Social Activities:  Janet Cyr

Second Vice-President, in charge of Fundraising: David Goodman 
Treasurer:  Mike Barnes

Recording Secretary: Edna Kapust 
Cluster Representative: Elaine Parks

MCCPTA Delegate (2 allowed):  Greg Williams, Elaine Parks

 

Standing Committees (one vote per committee)
MCCPTA Grading & Reporting Representative:  Meena Hiremath

Gifted and Talented: 
Health and Safety: 

Special Needs: 
Membership: Kate McClure

Multicultural Liaison:  Maria Albujar

Volunteer Coordinator: Michele Brami

Staff Appreciation:  Amy Pianalto

Party Coordinator: Gina Crim 

Cultural and Academic Enrichment Chair: 
Cultural Arts:   Orit Golan, Pam McHugh

FLES: 
After school Science:  Karen Horan

Green School: 

Reflections:  Elaine Parks, (NEED Co- Chair)

Group Piano: ? position may not be needed  

Young Rembrandts: Beth Morey

 

Activity Committees (no vote on exec board decisions)

Ice Cream Social: Victoria Kurtz 

Fall Dance: Janet Cyr

Family Fun Night: Patty Walker 

International Night: Rosa Hall, NEED Co- CHAIR!

Talent Show: 

Scholastic Book Fairs:  Jeanette Shields, Judy Valentin 

Pizza Night for the Bookfair: Rita Przygocki 

Sally Foster: 
Spirit Wear Coordinator: 
Giant and Safeway Receipts:    Janet Cyr

Box Tops:       

Campbell’s:     

Echo: Angie Carey

Directory: Sylvia Lee  

E-Group Moderator: Lisa Bowes-Brenan

ICB Coordinator Pam Loebach

Website Coordinator Brian Pianalto pianalto@gmail.com 

Auditing Committee (we need 3 people!): Martina Skogland 
PTA Position Descriptions For Vacancies
Gifted and Talented: Work as a liaison between parents and the school on issues pertaining to gifted and talented education. They will work to see that currently suggested educational opportunities are available within the school. In the fall, training will be provided by MCPS to help the chair know what resources are available. Participation in monthly SIP meetings that focus upon these issues is recommended. Joining the GT list serve is another way to keep abreast of current GT issues. 
Health and Safety: Act as advocates for children's health and safety issues at school, interacting as needed with the school's staff safety committee. Areas of focus may include but are not limited to traffic safety, pedestrian safety, bus safety, disaster response, and lead in the water. 
Special Needs: Work as a liaison to address concerns between special needs student/parents, the school, and the PTA. Participation in the monthly SIP meetings can help the chair be connected to special needs issues within the school. 
Cultural and Academic Enrichment Chair: Contact person for the coordinators of the section and will maintain communication about each with the VP for Social Activities. 
FLES Coordinator: Coordinate the before or after school foreign language program offered to students. We currently only offer Spanish.  The classes will take place throughout the school year. The chair will send fliers in the fall, collect forms and tuition, and pass all funds on to the treasurer. 
Green School Coordinator: Works with the RCV SERT Team (School Eco-Response Team, consisting of a few RCV staff members) and coordinates other activities to promote environmental awareness and Earth-friendly practices at Rock Creek Valley including recycling and saving electricity and water at the school, as well as issues such as tree cover and erosion on school grounds and education about our nearby stream, Sycamore Creek, which feeds into Rock Creek. The coordinator helps the school follow SERT and Green School guidelines to earn awards. Various support tasks include helping to organize and promote events such as stream clean-up and tree planting, coordinating recycling at PTA and school events, and documenting these activities. 
Reflections Coordinator (Need co-chair!):  This is the arts program and contest through MCCPTA and MD PTA. This person will decide which categories to enter; send out informational fliers; collect entries; organize judging; prepare certificates/awards within RCV; send eligible entries on to MCCPTA; and help with MCCPTA awards ceremony in the spring.
International Night (Need Co-Cair!):  Coordinate RCV International Night for parents and students at RCV to share their culture with others.  Responsibilities of the coordinator primarily include: sending out fliers; organizing parents who are setting up a table; purchasing drinks; and recruiting volunteers.
Sally Foster: This is the major fall fundraiser for the PTA. The coordinator sends out information; collects orders and money; coordinates delivery of orders to people; and sets the date for next year at same time. Promoting this fundraiser at Back to School night is very helpful. 
Spirit Wear Coordinator:  Coordinate all aspects of the RCV spirit wear sales including: ordering spirit wear (such as shirts, sweatshirts, shorts, pennants, etc. with the RCV eagle);  sending out fliers to sell it; and selling it at RCV events or finding parent volunteers to sell it at such events.
Box Tops/Campbell’s labels:  Collect these from the boxes in the front office and then send them in periodically (approximately twice a year).  The school is then able to purchase items with this money.
Auditing (Need 2 more!): An auditor or an auditing committee, of not less than three persons who are not officers, shall be selected by the executive board at least 30 days before the new officers assume their duties. Members of the committee are announced at the May membership meeting. The purpose of the auditing committee is to ensure that the Treasurer's annual report (prepared at the end of the fiscal year, June 30) is correct. Either review and certify the Treasurer's annual report or appoint an auditor to do the same. Satisfied that the Treasurer's annual report is correct, they shall sign a statement of that fact at the end of the report. 

RCV PTA Meeting, March 1, 2011

 

Meeting commenced at 7:10 in the Media Center with Pam Loebach, President presiding.

February meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

Catherine Jasperse, Principal, reported that soon she will attend a meeting with other principals where suggested budget cuts by Superintendent Jerry D. Weast will be discussed. Jasperse said we may have some reduction in staff although she doesn’t foresee it impacting class size. We will be notified of any reductions here at RCV. 

There will be 4 before and after care programs interviewed on March 23rd.  Those programs are KPCC, Kids After Hours, BAR-T and Springboard. By the end of March we should know who the provider will be. The contract will be for 5 years but if after the first year we are dissatisfied there is a process to reconsider and look at other applicants.  

Pam Loebach, President, opened the floor to discuss the PTA purchasing a Promethean board. Janet Cyr made a motion to purchase the Promethean board and Elaine Parks seconded it. In order to get the discount, the contract must be signed by May and the board purchased by December.

Mike Barnes, Treasurer, reported that the Silver Diner donated $938.00 to RCV as a result of our “Run the Diner Night”. The money that we get in the future from the loyalty card usage will be earmarked for health and fitness. 

Greg Williams, MCCPTA delegate, reported on a Proposed Resolution on Support for Maryland High School Students being Eligible for In-State Tuition at Maryland Public Colleges and Universities.

Meg Goodman, Sally Foster, has Entertainment coupon booklets that will be available at family fun night and the basketball game. 

David Goodman, Second Vice-President, reported that March 4th is Family Fun Night. Patty Walker is the organizer. March 18th there will be a basketball game at RCV – parents versus the teachers with admission being charged in advance or at the door. Snacks will be available for purchase as well as pom-poms. Around March 30th we will have a Baja Fresh night. On April 8th from 6:00 to 9:30 there will be a Kids Night Out/Parent’s Night Out at RCV. May 6th we will have a carnival. At the end of the year we will likely have another “Run the Diner night” at the Silver Diner. 
Gina Crim, Party Coordinator, received good feedback on the Valentine Parties and received money from parents afterwards to help cover costs. Gina plans to revise the room parent form.

The directory is at the printer and will be available next week. We will receive 350 copies for $309.00.

Permission slips for the talent show went out last week.

International night will be at the end of May and Rosa Hall is looking for someone to co-chair with her.

Mad Science has started and 4 students are utilizing the scholarship $ for tuition offered by the PTA. Young Rembrandts will begin soon.

Pam Loebach, President, said that the by-laws are due in April. Victoria Kurtz, Mike Barnes and Elaine Parks discussed it the other day and there are no big revisions. Minor changes will be made and we will vote on it at the next meeting. 

We need to have a nominating committee so in May we can vote new people into vacant positions. Elaine Parks, Victoria Kurtz and Rosa Hall agreed to serve on the committee. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 5th.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sylvia Lee, Recording Secretary RCV PTA
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Upcoming Events





April 18-25 – No School


Spring Break





May 2 – Cultural Arts Assembly





May 3 – PTA Meeting





May 6 – RCV Carnival





May 20 – International Night





May 30 – No School


Memorial Day





June 15 – Dinner at the Silver Diner








