RCV PTA Meeting
October 7, 2008
Meeting commenced at 7pm in the RCV Media Center.

Tara Lawrence the Media Specialist at RCV gave a very informative presentation of the online resources available through MCPS.  She demonstrated four individual web sites she thought would be very helpful for our children.  Ms. Lawrence had a handout with the passwords for the different websites.

The minutes were approved for the July 24, 2008 Executive Board Meeting and the General PTA Meeting on September 2, 2008.

Principal Ms. Jasperse discussed the MAPR testing and the difference between their score and a lexile number.  She also expressed her thanks for the Wish Wall held on Back to School Night.  Ms. Jasperse addressed the rumors and emotions associated with the budget.  As of now, RCV is ok on long term subs.  MCPS is looking into the additional fees parents have to pay for individual classes and field trips.  The 8th grade theme park trip and the 5th grade end of the year party are permitted.  She asked whether the PTA would fund parent resource materials in the Media Center.  Meg Goodman will meet with Ms. Jasperse when the Sally Foster money is finalized.  Ms Jasperse said if we can’t fund it she would look into paying for it from Discretionary Fund.  
Karen Halverstadt - Vice Principal went over the different options available for the third grade applications for the gifted and talented and the 5th graders options for Middle Schools.  Please contact her if you need help with applications or testing dates.  
Todd Breach – treasurer handed out the Financial Report for the PTA from 07/01/08 thru 10/05/08.  RCV appears to on target.  The Book Fair and Spirit Wear have been the only two fundraisers so far.  

Trish Safford Membership Chairperson- gave a very nice detailed report.  The report stated we have over 75 members and the staff outnumbers the parents.  Sending home PTA membership flyers again in folders and will have them available on Parent Visitation Day and Family Fun Night.   She also said to remember to record volunteer hours in the book in the school office.  

Colleen Anderson- Family Fun Night is this Friday October 10th in the All Purpose Room from 6:30pm till 8:30 pm.  Sent around sign up sheet for additional volunteers.  We already have 105 students signed up to attend.

There are new containers to put your Box Tops into.  Information about Class Parties and Room Parents will be coming out via email and the Friday Folders.

Sally Foster – Meg Goodman gave the report for Chairperson Pam Loebach.  Orders are rolling in but it doesn’t look like we will make the $10,000.00 estimated.  The total looks to be between $ 8,000. And $ 9,000.  Do able considering the economic conditions affecting our country. 
FLES/Mad Science- said they cancelled the class for the 3rd thru 5th graders.  Not enough students enrolled.  The class for the K thru 2nd graders is full.

Cultural Arts Rep – Orit Golan said she and Pam McHugh have spent the past few days attending the showcases.  

Cluster Meeting and Delegate info- Elaine Parks is still looking for a volunteer to attend the delegate meetings the 4th Tuesday of every month.  Looking for feedback on new report cards/ pushing PTA memberships/ need stronger voice for Montgomery County/ Convention in Frederick-Meg has cards for delegates/

Reflections- Elaine Parks had packets for the years Reflections Program and the theme is WOW.  Due date is 11/21/2008. 

Directory- Beth Morey said we have to pay for the directory to be put together in the same manner as last years.  Last years was donated.  She has a few ideas on how to keep the cost down.  Will look into soliciting more advertisers or will go back to old format. 

Health and Safety- Vicki Dols gave out a bullying information sheet on How to Talk with Your Child about Bullying.

PTA President – Meg Goodman spoke about still having PTA positions openings/ would like co-chairs for the Fall Dance & Family Fun Nights/ Martha Curtin is looking for additional translators for the Echo/ looking in to having a PTA bake sale on election day 11/04/2008/ 

Additional Business- Ms. Jasperse is looking into the “structured recess” this year and how they can implement a better way to make it fair for all children. 
Meeting Adjourned 8:45pm.  Next Meeting will be held on Tuesday November 4, 2008 even though there is no school that day.  

