RCV PTA Meeting
December 2, 2008
Meeting commenced 7:05 p.m. in Media Center.

Ms. Petruccelli, RCV reading specialist, gave an informative overview of the Junior Great Books Program. Three major components of the program are comprehension, critical thinking, and written communication. At RCV, grades 2 through 5 participate in the program and next year, K through 5 will take part. 
November minutes approved with a few minor corrections.

Ms. Jasperse, RCV principal, thanked the PTA for providing interpreters for the parent/teacher conferences. Still a lot of discussion whether MCPS will cancel school on Inauguration Day. Dr. Weast budget meeting canceled until further notice. Eagle Eye has information regarding peace ornaments for sale this holiday season. Half the money raised will go to the needy in our community. Cards and notes from the students are still one of the best gifts a teacher can receive.
Treasurer’s Report. Todd Breach stated we have collected more in membership dues than anticipated. Everything seems to be on target. Cultural Arts has had one program. Eight hundred dollars to be set aside for needy students to take part in FLES, piano, etc. He will put a line in the budget for this. 
Membership. Trish Stafford recorded 108 memberships. YEAH. Discussed volunteer training and reporting hours. Also, there is a Volunteer Center which houses give-away items from Montgomery County Schools. A staff person must go in person to pick up. 

Social Activities. Colleen Anderson said the Fall Dance broke even, ran smoothly with approximately 190 participants. 

Green School. Colleen Anderson said Bill Orsini’s company planted the trees donated by Sierra Club/Tree-mendous Maryland. The Stream Walks worked out extremely well. RCV received a $500 SERT Award.
Cultural Arts. Orit Golan shared how well-received the Billy Jonas program on 11/17/2008 was for students pre-K through fifth grade. She plans on having another program in Jan./Feb., possibly a hands-on reptile one. 

Martina Skoglund. Our GT Rep. reminded everyone the fifth grade Tacoma Park Magnet School test was coming up. If you are considering Barnsley’s Program, we have parents you can talk to about the program. See Ms. Halverstadt.
PTA Delegate. Greg Williams said they were going to vote on whether to close schools on Inauguration Day. It is now an excused absence. MCPTA has a slide show on Cyber Safety on MCPS website. It is geared for fifth graders and older. 
Reflections. RCV had 34 entries. Sixteen are moving on to the next level. Elaine Parks is working on certificates for participants.
Directory. No info available. Representative not present.

Additional Business. After-school drumming program a maybe. We need a volunteer to coordinate the after-school Arts Program. Students need to be reminded to wash hands before lunch. Still need to be better about informing parents of the Peace Assembly if their child is receiving an award. Look into having a place for Halloween Costumes for children who can’t afford to buy one. 

Meeting adjourned 8:25 p.m. Next meeting Jan. 6, 2009.

